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had been overheard felt that, without meaning any harm,
they had done irreparable damage, and could not imagine
how they could have been so rash as to begin discussing such
a subject directly His Excellency left the room.

To no Chujo next looked in upon the young lady herself,
and could not help being somewhat melted by her innocent
and appealing air. He therefore passed on and went to
look for her nurse. ' I understood when I engaged you/
he said, * that you were young; but one can be young
without being infantile, and I supposed you had your wits
about you like other people. I seem to have made a great
mistake. . . / To these sarcastic remarks it was impos-
sible to make any reply ; but the nurse said afterwards to
one of her assistants: * How is one expected to prevent
these things ? Just the same might have happened if she
had been the Emperor's favourite daughter! In old
stories the lovers are generally brought together by some
go-between, but we certainly cannot be accused of having
played any such part as that, for these two have been
allowed to be together as much as they chose for years
past; and if my Lady thought they were so young that
there was no harm in it, what reason was there for us to
interfere ? But they have been seeing much less of each
other for some while past, and the last thing in the world I
should have suspected was that anything wrong could
possibly have been going on. Why, the little gentleman
looks quite a child; I can't believe such things have ever
entered his head/

So the nurse afterwards declared. But while she was
actually being scolded she merely hung her head, and To
no Chujo said at last: f That will do. I am not going to
mention this business to anyone else at present. I am
afraid a good many people must have heard about it, but
you might at least contradict any rumours that you hear